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caddie shock
it was a par three, the last hole of the day at Point O’Woods’ annual 
member-guest invitational. The prize for any player who made a hole-in-
one? a brand new Jeep Wrangler Sport.

“So if i get a hole-in-one,” one member joked to his caddie, “do you want a 
really big tip — or the car?”

he got the hole-in-one. and his caddie got the car.  

David Maxey (MSU ’09) 
holds the keys to his brand 
new car, thanks to member 
Stan Andrei’s hole-in-one. -Photo by John Madill/Herald-Palladium
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David maxey (mSU ’09) awoke on July 23, 
still weary from caddying the previous day. 
He grabbed his red Point O’Woods caddie 

bib and headed out in the sweltering 90 degree 
heat for the final day of the club’s annual member-
guest invitational.

He never would have guessed that he’d be driving 
home in a new Jeep Wrangler.

Stan andrei, a longtime Point O’Woods member 
and owner of a shipping company, is known around 
the club for his generosity. He takes a group of 
about 25 caddies in his annual “andrei Open” 
tournament, held a week and a half before the 
member-guest invitational.

“He’s known to be great to caddies, very generous 
and an overall great guy,” maxey says. 

He would know. as andrei’s main caddie, the two 
had become close over the years. “There’s a lot 
of times when it’s just him and me on a Tuesday 
afternoon,” maxey says. “i help him with his 
swing, pick up on things he’s doing wrong.”

andrei brought that generosity to the course that 
sticky friday in July.

as the duo made their way to the ninth and 
final hole of the day, they were feeling relieved 
and exhausted. andrei had just knocked out his 
competitor on the eighth hole, securing a win for 
his team. now all they had to do to get out of the 
heat was hit their way through that last hole.

Waiting at the end of that hole was a brand new 
Jeep Wrangler Sport, valued at $26,500, the prize 
for any player who made a hole-in-one. “So if i get 
a hole-in-one,” andrei said to his caddie as they 
approached the tee. “Do you want a really big tip 
— or the car?”

Thinking about his dying 1995 ford Taurus in the 
parking lot, maxey opted for the car. He suggested 
andrei use a five-iron. Skeptical, his member 
replied, “all right. it’s your car.”

andrei teed off. The ball bounced a couple times, 
but instead of rolling left as it usually did, it 
bounced right. Then it went out of view, blocked by 
the contours of the green. 

“it just went in!” shouted a caddie from the other 

end of the green. “You’ve got to be kidding me,” 
maxey said, awestruck. The crowd cheered as the 
group made their way to the green. The ball really 
had gone in. 

Don Brookfield, owner of the car dealership giving 
away the Jeep, handed the keys to andrei, who 
tossed them to his caddie. “These don’t belong to 
me,” he said. 

“The look on his face was priceless,” andrei told 
the Herald-Palladium. The crowd stood there, 
dumbfounded at first. Then the excitement grew. 
Brookfield even called the local newspaper. 

maxey had been ready to hang up his caddie bib 
this past summer. a recent graduate, he was — 
and still is — on the hunt for a marketing job. He’d 
caddied for nine years, hundreds of rounds of golf, 
and had never before seen a hole-in-one.

keys in hand, maxey was given permission to take 
the Jeep home that night. as he drove it off the 
ninth hole, he couldn’t stop thinking, “This is not 
for real; no way is this happening.”

When he pulled the shiny black car into his 
driveway, his mom didn’t believe him. “She 
thought i’d wrecked my Taurus and one of the 
club members loaned me their car to drive home,” 
maxey said, laughing.

Since that day, his excitement hasn’t stopped. 
Several papers and radio stations picked up the 
story, and the tale already has become a legend 
among Point O’Woods members.

for his part, andrei hasn’t regretted his decision. 
“He’s a great kid,” he says. “i was a little worried 
about the reaction of my daughters. But they were 
very positive.”

“People i don’t even know ask me about it. it’s 
definitely pretty cool,” maxey says. “This is 
something i’m going to remember for the rest of 
my life.”

Though he’s still on the job hunt, maxey’s a pretty 
happy guy these days. “Caddying is not even work 
to me, it’s just a lot of fun,” he says. “it got my 
education paid for and now a new car — life can’t 
get much better than that.”  

“Caddying is not 
even work to me,” 
David maxey 
says. “it got my 
education paid for 
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car — life can’t 
get much better 
than that.” 

-Amy Boerema contributed to this report.
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