
LINSANITY! is sweeping the nation, 
and you’re still fairly certain that that’s 
not even a word. That’s okay; it’s not, 
really. But every now and then, a figure 
from the sports world emerges, words are 
invented (remember Tebowing?), and the 
athlete in question very quickly becomes 
impossible to ignore—even for non 
sports fans. This month, the unavoidable 
sports guy is Jeremy Lin, a 23-year-old 
Harvard grad and NBA player.

But Jeremy Lin is so much more than that.

JEREMY LIN’S BACKGROUND?
Jeremy Shu-How Lin is the starting 

point guard for the New York Knicks. 
Before that, he was playing the NBA’s 
Development League; before that, he 
was sitting on the bench with the NBA’s 
Golden State Warriors; before that, he 
was the starting point guard for the Har-
vard University basketball team.

I FEEL LIKE YOU’RE NOT TELLING ME 
EVERYTHING.

Oh, right: He’s pretty Christian and 

Malachy the Pekingese has just 
been awarded Best in Show at the 
136th annual Westminster Kennel 
Club dog show in New York. The 
four-year-old goofball positively 
glows with pride and will now 
wobble along with an extra spring 
in his step. What are some people calling 
the winner?

Earlier this 
week, the 
track list for 
the Hunger 
Games 
soundtrack 
was unveiled, 
along with 
a new song 
from the 

compilation by the Decemberists and 
a new music video for Taylor Swift’s 
lead track, “Safe and Sound.” As those 
two names suggest, the soundtrack is 
largely a combination of 
rootsy indie and country 
songs—fittingly, given 
the Appalachian origins 
of Hunger Games hero 
Katniss Everdeen. 

Among the soundtrack’s 
most high-profile contributors is Arcade 
Fire, who recorded a song called “Abra-
ham’s Daughter” for the album just last 
week, reportedly. But will it be a new 
song? “Abraham’s Daughter” is the name 
of an old Civil War tune by Septimus 
Winner, a great 19th-century songwriter 
who is also responsible for “Ten Little 
Indians” and “Where, Oh Where Has My 
Little Dog Gone?” And the lyrics for his 
“Abraham’s Daughter” (which was also 
called “Raw Recruits”) would seem to suit 
the storyline of The Hunger Games very 
well.

We won’t know until the cd is released 
in March.

Six Emmys. Millions of viewers. 
Downton Abbey’s first season was a 

breakout hit when it arrived on American 
shores a year ago. And not just with the 
older, tote-bag types. Suddenly, twenty-
something women and the occasional 
man were actually watching and talking 
and tweeting about public television and 
awaiting Season Two that starts this week. 
What is it about this soapy British import 
that we all find so enchanting?

Of course there’s the old-fashioned, slo-
mo romance. Fleeting glances. Fluttering 
hearts. Earnest declarations. 

But it’s more than that. Perhaps Down-
ton’s themes of arbitrary privilege and ser-
vility are perfectly matched to our current 
99 percent moment. Is wealth inequality 
a drag on our economy but a boon to our 
costume dramas?

Or maybe it’s precisely the 
wealth fantasy and the 
house porn that keeps us 
glued to the screen each 
week. 
The opening credit 

sequence—all bright green 
lawns, fresh-cut flowers, polished dinner-
ware, and sparkling chandeliers—suggests 
it’s the lifestyle that’s the real star here. 
Or it might be that we can’t resist a good 
inheritance battle. Nothing brings out 

THE NON-SPORTS FAN’S GUIDE T0:

JEREMY LIN
certain that his skills 

are god-given. Remem-
ber how everyone freaked 

out over Tim Tebow because 
he was so religious? Well, no one’s 

doing that with Lin. 

MORE?
Jeremy Lin is also an Asian-American. 

This is notable because very few Asians 
play professional basketball in the United 
States! Lin’s parents, Gie-Ming and Shir-
ley, are Taiwanese immigrants; Lin and 
his two brothers are first-generation 
Americans. Shirley adored Dr. J, and 
Gie-Ming taught his sons to shoot the 
basketball like Larry Bird.

WHY IS HE SUDDENLY THE MOST
FAMOUS GUY IN NEW YORK?

Lin only became a very relevant NBA 
player about two weeks ago, when he 
came out of nowhere to score 25 points 
against the New Jersey Nets on Feb. 2. 
And by nowhere, I mean the bench: He’d 
only played in six of the Knicks’ 19 games 
before that fateful day, and usually only 
for a few minutes.

Since then, he has been kicking ass. 
It’s almost superhuman. The NBA’s very 
set in its franchise stars. You rarely see a 
player dominate games so suddenly and 
so completely—especially in that player’s 
second year in the league. Lin’s rise was 
especially unexpected: Before that, his 
future in the NBA was so uncertain that 
he hadn’t even found an apartment. He’d 
been crashing on his brother’s couch on 
Manhattan’s Lower East Side. 
There is a definite possibility that his 
numbers will regress a bit, but he is very 
good, and both the NBA and the Knicks 
are currently reveling in this most favor-
able marketing opportunity.

BITES
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DOG SHOW

SPORTS

scheming greed and noble selflessness like 
a pile of money suddenly up for grabs. 

If the secret to Downton’s success is that 
it’s a family saga, the show’s clever struc-
ture gives us not one but two families to 
follow. Upstairs, we get a fairy tale family 
with fancy frocks and first-world prob-
lems. Downstairs it’s a squabbling, ram-
shackle brood we might recognize from 
real life, replete with sinners and saints, 

 ARE YOU READY FOR SOME

DOWNTON ABBEY? 
straights and gays, sharp cookies and dim 
bulbs, live wires and cold fish. 

What are we expecting from the epi-
sodes ahead? Maybe some intra-house 
romance that at last bridges the family/
servant divide? Who will go off to war? 
Who will inherit the estate?

Fur-ruffled Roomba

Quadrupedal wiglet

Lovable lint trap Living mullet

12-pound dustmop

Carrot Top’s head in a neutral color palette

Fuzzy slipper with a tongue

Waddling hair bush

Snub-nosed dust mote

Impossibly inbred spawn of wolves

Animated wigstand

Slobbering frizz beast
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